No. 18. It makes a difference whether the shorter or longer arm is affected. Furthermore, the 'catcry' syndrome seems to be caused by deletion of the shorter arm of No. 5 and another, very similar, condition arises from corresponding deletion of No. 4 . Many other less well defined conditions are presented in some detail clinically and cytologically. Perhaps the most remarkable subject discussed concerns the syndromes in which there is a tendency towards chromosomal breakage in cell cultures. These diseases include a type of familial dwarfism, known as Bloom's syndrome, Fanconi's anmmia and the Louis-Bar syndrome or ataxia-telangiectasia. There is no reason to suppose that such chromosome fragmentation takes place in vivo; it may represent the consequence of a biochemical error common to the three conditions. L S PENROSE Surgical Techniques by Herbert Haxton BSC MD ChM FRCS pp ix + 199 illustrated £2-50 Bristol: John Wright 1970 This vigorously written, clearly illustrated, and well produced book records the achievement of a surgeon who has mastered operative technique by learning during a long career where he may cut surgical corners. He expresses his views clearly and forcefully, and is not afraid to advocate unorthodox practices. Most of us are brought up to shun 'key-hole' surgery, but the author removes the appendix through an incision 2 cm long. Operating speed is less prized than formerly, but the author records the times he takes to complete some of his operations, and he can accomplish cholecystectomy within fifteen minutes. He does this partly by simplifying and standardizing his technique, partly by operating in a keyed-up frame ofmind.
The book makes no claim to be comprehensive. The author uses selected abdominal, thoracic and other operations to display his methods and viewpoint. He has included a chapter on pectus excavatum because he has had extensive experience in treating this condition.
But who should read this book? Experienced surgeons are bound to find useful information and are unlikely to over-reach themselves in practising the techniques that are described. Inex This book is not, as its title might indicate, yet another dreary catalogue of hackneyed anatomical facts. It is a remarkably comprehensive, yet concise, survey of virtually the whole field of modern anatomy, with chapters ranging from cytology to the history of the subject. Specialist authors have contributed some of the sections but a readable style and high quality are maintained throughout; especially good are the chapters on cytology, embryology and neuroanatomy. The accounts of the various systems include details of the relevant histology (including electron microscopy), biochemistry, physiology and clinical applications. The results of recent research receive due emphasis throughout and the text is liberally sprinkled with modem references. A large proportion of theseperhaps a disproportionate numbercite publications by the author, his students, and his immediate colleagues. Although these testify to the wide anatomical interests of the author, the book would be improved by a little more restraint here, especially since many of the references are to obscure journals (or even theses) which are not readily available. The systematic approach may not be ideal for beginners, but the book should prove a boon to postgraduate students and clinicians wishing to refresh and update a hazy background of anatomy. 0 J LEWIS International Journal of Psychiatry Volume 9, 1970-1971 edited by Jason Aronson MD pp vii+733 $20 New York: Science House 1970 'International Journal of Psychiatry' is now a misnomer for a publication which has had a chequered history. First starting as a monthly, it has now been forced to join the ranks of biennial publications. More important, it has had to forgo an international role, and concentrate on issues of importance to its readers in the United States and Britain. This volume is written by American psychiatrists and a handful of non-American authors and deals with topics relating to the troubled scene in the United States, such as drugs, community psychiatry, automation in regard to
